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TCNJ INTERNATIONAL HOUSE LLC: FALL 2013 [IDS 110-01] 
Cultural Partner meetings:  Cromwell Lounge 6-8 PM  
ICC Workshops: Townhouse South Lounge 8-10 PM 

Foreign film series: Townhouse South Lounge 8-10 PM (Pajamas welcome) 
 
 

Powered by the Center for Global Engagement: 

Desiree Shrode, Program Coordinator    Dr. Jon Stauff, Director  

Melissa DiMeglio, Study Abroad Advisor 

And Residential Education: 

Curtis Chan, Residence Director, Townhouses Complex  

Course Description 

International House is a living/learning community that engages domestic and international students in 
a variety of leadership and learning opportunities.  These activities will help individuals appreciate world 
cultures (including their own), and as a community students will be expected to support intercultural 
and international events on campus. Students will serve as key players in TCNJ’s efforts to prepare 
students to become global citizens in the 21st century.   
 
 
 

Date Event / Topic Corresponding 
Assignment 

Due Date 

8/25/13 
 

International Student 
Orientation 

Learning Contract, pre-
program survey 

8/25/13 

9/4/13 *Cultural Partner Meeting  9/4/13 
 

9/11/13 ICC Workshop 1: Cultural 
Identity 

**9/11 Community 
Service Project 

ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

9/11/13 

9/18/13 *Foreign Film Series #1  9/18/13 
 

9/25/13 Cultural Night #1 ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

9/25/13 

10/2/13 ICC Workshop 2: TBA ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

10/2/13 
 

10/9/13 *Cultural Partner meeting 
#2 

 10/9/13 
 

10/12/13 **Community Service  10/12/13 

SCHEDULED EVENTS AND ASSIGNMENT SYLLABUS 
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Project: TBA 

10/16/13 *Foreign Film Series #2  10/16/13 
 

10/23/13 Cultural Night #2 ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

10/23/13 

 
Oct 20-29 Fall Break—NO CLASS 

 

10/30/13 ICC Workshop 3: TBA ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

10/30/13 

11/6/13 *Foreign Film Series #3 OR 
Cultural Partner Meeting 

#3 

 10/30/13 

11/9/13 **Community Service 
Project: TBA 

 11/9/13 

11/13/13 Cultural Night #3: Trip 
Around the World 

ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

11/13/13 
 

11/20/13 ICC Workshop #4 (Open 
House?) 

ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

11/20/13 

 
Nov 27-Dec 1—Thanksgiving Break—NO CLASS (Res halls CLOSED) 

 
12/4/13 Reflection Dinner Presentation / Reaction 

papers due 
 

ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED 

12/4/13 
 

12/11/13 NO CLASS  

LEARNING PAPERS 
DUE 

 

12/11/13 

 
*Indicates that you can choose which one you go to of that sequence (Foreign Film Series and Cultural Partner 
meetings)—at least 2 of each sequence are mandatory. 
 
**Community Service Project—must sign up for at least 1 project per semester. 
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Assignment Details 

Please email all completed assignments and submissions to shroded@tcnj.edu. See any member of I-

House staff if you have scheduling and / or assignment conflicts and we will do our best to work with 

you.   

1. Intercultural Workshops (ICC): 
 
This is pioneered by the American Ambassadors.  You will get into groups of 2 and will conduct a 1 hour 
presentation (discussion, books, Q&A, YouTube, video, PowerPoint, etc.), about American Culture.  You 
can also borrow the resources I have.  A list of suggestions will be provided, however, suggestions 
generated by the students will be highly considered.  In attendance will be all of the Exchange students.  
Active participation and attendance at every ICC workshop is mandatory. 
 

2. Foreign Film Series 
This is pioneered by the Exchange students and gives the American students the opportunity to learn 
about important pop-culture in their new friends’ countries and will take place while students are 
preparing for their ICC workshop or Culture Night.  The Exchange students will indicate why they chose 
that film, the importance, and create a discussion afterward (time permitting).  This should be a film that 
many nationals are familiar with.  There will be 2-3 Foreign Films, attendance at 1 (or 2) is mandatory, 
however, please note that you can continue the Foreign Film Series in your free-time, I am happy to help 
coordinate the logistics. 

 
3. Culture Nights 

This is a collaboration effort between the Exchange students and the Ambassadors and so the groups 
will be mixed with both Exchange students and Ambassadors.  There is a total of 3 Culture Nights (along 
with the Trip Around the World) and attendance is required at all 3.  This will be open to the public and 
will showcase the types of unique cultures (via presentation, food, dance, music, poetry, etc) that are in 
I-House. 
 

4. Community Service Project 
All students are required to participate in at least one community service project.  Several options will 
be presented through the year.  This is meant to give students hands-on experience in learning about 
and helping the local community. 
 

5. Cultural Partner meetings 
There will be between 2-3 cultural partner meetings, attendance in at least 2 meetings are mandatory.  

This is a space to engage in conversation about topics that are of interest. 

Reflection Dinner 

At the Reflection Dinner, students can choose 1 of 2 options: 

A.) Write a reaction paper (2-4 pages) about your experience living in I-House—Did you grow as 

a person? How has life changed? Do you see things differently?  

B.) Create and conduct a presentation between 5-10 minutes about your I-House experience 

and / or what you learned during the semester from being involved with I-House and its 
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activities.  Did you grow as a person? How has life changed? Do you see things differently? 

The presentation can be in the form of a PowerPoint, music, art, poem, dance, movie – 

entirely your choice on how you would like to express yourself!  Feel free to go beyond the 

required guidelines; awesome reflective YouTube videos can (and will) be accepted in lieu of 

a reflection paper. 

 

C.) Upon completion of all assignments, you will be awarded a Certificate of Cultural 

Competency!!  

 

Learning Paper  

Learnings Paper: Based on your attendance and experience at the ICC Workshops, Culture Nights, 

Foreign Film Series, Community Service Project, and Cultural Partner meetings, you will be required to 

write a 2-6 page (double-spaced) reflection paper. This paper will be ungraded, and is your chance to 

take a reflective look at what you learned and what was meaningful during the semester.   

 

I-House Newsletter 

At the end of each month, an I-House newsletter will be released to the entire I-House community 

featuring all of the wonderful monthly events and I-House happenings. Think of it as your monthly 

scrapbook of your time in I-House. If you are interested in writing in contributing to the newsletter, all 

submissions (photos, essays, YouTube videos, etc.) should be emailed to shroded@tcnj.edu with the 

subject line “I-House Newsletter Submission.”  

 

TCNJ Policies 

Grading  

IDS 110 is a Pass/Fail course. While you will not receive a letter grade at the end of the semester, 

determination of your final Pass/Fail assignment is based on your attendance at all mandatory events 

and workshops listed above (Orientation, all ICC Workshops, and Culture Nights, Foreign Film Series, 

Community Service project, Cultural Partners, and the Reflection Dinner) as well as the successful 

completion of all the above required assignments. Failure to attend all sessions and complete all 

assignments may result a “U” grade on the student’s transcript, as stated on the attached “Learning 

Contract” which all registered students will agree to and sign.  

Attendance 

Every student is expected to participate in each of his/her courses through regular attendance at all of 

the above mentioned required events. It is further expected that every student will be present, on time, 

and prepared to participate when workshops and events begin, and in some cases, present before and 

after for set up and clean up.  
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TCNJ’s attendance policy is available on the web: 

http://www.tcnj.edu/~recreg/policies/attendance.html 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Academic dishonesty is any attempt by the student to gain academic advantage through dishonest 

means, to submit, as his or her own, work which has not been done by him/her or to give improper aid 

to another student in the completion of an assignment. Such dishonesty would include, but is not 

limited to: submitting as his/her own a project, paper, report, test, or speech copied from, partially 

copied, or paraphrased from the work of another (whether the source is printed, under copyright, or in 

manuscript form). Credit must be given for words quoted or paraphrased. The rules apply to any 

academic dishonesty, whether the work is graded or ungraded, group or individual, written or oral. 

TCNJ’s academic integrity policy is available on the web: 

http://www.tcnj.edu/~academic/policy/integrity.html 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy 

Any student who has a documented disability and is in need of academic accommodations should notify 

the professor of this course and contact the Office of Differing Abilities Services (609-771-2571). 

Accommodations are individualized and in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992. 

TCNJ’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) policy is available on the web: 

http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/viewPolicy.php?docId=8082  

 

http://www.tcnj.edu/~recreg/policies/attendance.html
http://www.tcnj.edu/~academic/policy/integrity.html
http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/viewPolicy.php?docId=8082

